PEACE OFFICERS RESEARCH ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA
VALLEY CHAPTER

BYLAWS

ARTICLE I

Section 1. 
NAME:  
This Chapter shall be known as the VALLEY CHAPTER.

Section 2. 
OBJECTIVES:   
The objective of this Chapter is to unite all persons within its jurisdiction for their economic, professional, and social advancement. It shall be the aim of the Chapter to collect, study, standardize, summarize, and distribute factual data in order to promote the professional qualifications and standing of Peace Officers, to stimulate mutual cooperation between law enforcement agencies, to secure for all Peace Officers adequate compensation for the performance of their professional duties and improve conditions of employment.

Section 3. 
PRINCIPLES:   

This Chapter is founded on the principle that Peace Officers, united in mutual interest and acting in a spirit of cooperation, may, through the free exercise of their constitutional freedoms of association and self-organization, best promote their own welfare.

Section 4.
There shall be neither headquarters nor general offices of this Chapter. (amended 08/09/07)
Section 5.
The mailing address for the Chapter shall be as determined by the Chapter Officers.

Section 6. 
The Chapter is authorized to maintain an Internet web site. Meeting notifications and minutes from past meetings may be maintained on the Internet web site. Meeting notifications and minutes placed on the web site will be deemed to have been delivered to all member associations and organizations. Member associations and organizations wishing to receive meeting notices via regular mail may make a request in writing to the Chapter Secretary. The Chapter Treasurer is authorized to charge a reasonable fee to recover expenses for associations or organizations requesting meeting notices delivered via regular mail. (amended 08/09/07)
ARTICLE II

Section 1.
MEMBERSHIP:   
The membership of this Chapter shall consist of those local Associations, and Organizations, as defined in Article II of the State Bylaws, who are located within the Valley Chapter area. 

Section 2.
ACTIVE MEMBER:   
Active members shall be those that have membership in their active associations in accordance with State Bylaws Article II.
Section 3. 
RETIRED OFFICERS:

Retired peace officers shall be eligible for retired membership through the Retired Peace Officers Association of California (RPOAC), or active membership through their active member Association.

Section 4.
MEMBER STANDING:
A. Associations/Organizations belonging to Valley Chapter will be considered members in good standing when all dues and assessments to PORAC are current.
B. Members of Associations/Organizations who are in good standing shall have the right to vote in accordance to these bylaws Article VIII. (amended 08/09/07)
ARTICLE III

Section 1. 
CHAPTER OFFICERS:

The Officers of this Chapter shall be: a President; a Vice President; a Secretary; and a Treasurer; or Secretary/Treasurer who shall be elected for two(2) year terms. There shall be a State Director who shall be elected for a two (2) year term. The President, Secretary and State Director shall be nominated and elected in even numbered years.  The Vice-President and Treasurer shall be nominated and elected in odd numbered years. (amended 08/09/07)
Section 2. 
The Chapter Officers shall be elected as follows:

A. No member shall be eligible for election to office unless his/her Association/Organization is in good standing with PORAC and is an active membership in accordance with State Bylaws Article II, Section 3. (amended 08/09/07)
B. Nominations shall be made at the Chapter meeting in September, preceding the Annual Conference of Members. Such nominations shall be included in the minutes of that meeting and distributed in accordance with Article I, Section 6 of these Bylaws, and the election will be held at the next Chapter meeting held in October by those members in attendance. (amended 08/09/07)
C. At the Chapter meeting held in October, further nominations may be made. (amended 08/09/07)
D. Following the closing of nominations, the election will be held, either by secret ballot or by voice vote, and in accordance with Article X, section 1, and S.R. Article X of the State Bylaws.
E. The newly elected Officers will take office at the next Chapter meeting held at the Annual Conference of Members in November. (amended 08/09/07)
Section 3.
VACANCIES:
A. A vacancy occurring in any office shall be filled for the remaining unexpired term by an active member of the Chapter elected by the majority vote of the total members in attendance at a regularly scheduled meeting of the Chapter.
B. A vacancy can be caused by: resignation of the officer; long term illness; death, or removal from office by the Chapter membership.
C. A vacancy can be filled, temporarily if desired, by the membership for reasons such as long term illness, leave of absence, or other reasons agreed upon by the membership. All other vacancies shall be filled, for the length of the unexpired term of the office, on the vote of the membership, after all member Associations/ Organizations are notified of such vacancy by notification in the Chapter minutes.

ARTICLE IV

Section 1.
REMOVAL FROM OFFICE:
A. Any Officer of the Chapter who becomes negligent in the performance of his/her duties, or guilty of any acts detrimental to the welfare of the Chapter, may be removed from office by a majority vote of the voting membership.
B. Any member may initiate a petition for the purpose of recalling one or more officers of the Chapter.
C. The petition must bear the signature of at least twenty five (25) percent of the total voting associations with the Chapter. The petition shall be signed by the Association/Organization president on behalf of his/her Association /Organization. Said president shall print or type their name beside the signature.
D. Upon receipt of such a petition, the President or Vice-President if the President is the subject of removal shall notify all Associations/Organizations, in good standing, of the recall vote to take place at the next regularly scheduled Valley Chapter meeting. (amended 08/09/07)
E. A majority vote of all voting members in attendance will suffice for recall.

ARTICLE V

Section 1. 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
A. The Executive Committee of the Chapter shall be the: President; Vice President; Secretary; and Treasurer, or Secretary/Treasurer.

ARTICLE VI

Section 1. 
POWERS:
A. Subject to the limitations in these Bylaws, the Executive Committee, shall exercise the power of the Chapter; control its property; and conduct its affairs; except as otherwise provided by law. (amended 08/09/07)
B. The chapter’s general fund shall be under the direct control of the Chapter officers.
C. Each officer of the Chapter shall be thoroughly familiar with the Bylaws of the Chapter.
D. A quorum shall consist of fifty percent of the elected officers of the Chapter.

ARTICLE VII

DUTIES OF CHAPTER OFFICERS
Section 1.
THE PRESIDENT SHALL:
A. Preside over Chapter meetings.
B. Appoint all Standing and Special Committees.
C. Take any and all actions necessary to benefit the members of the Chapter, and to further the aims and purposes of PORAC.

Section 2. 
THE VICE PRESIDENT SHALL:
A. Preside over Chapter meetings in the absence of the President.
B. Assume all responsibilities of the President in his/her absence.
C. Act as the Chapter President’s Executive Officer in directing and supervising all standing and special committees.

Section 3. 
THE SECRETARY SHALL:
A. Keep the minutes of all Chapter meetings and disseminate them to all member Associations/Organizations in accordance with Article 1, Section 6 of these by-laws.
B. Conduct such correspondence as directed, and maintain such files as are necessary.
C. Shall cause the notice of each meeting date, and location, to be made available to each Association/Organization not less than ten (10) days prior to such meeting. This notification may be made in accordance with Article 1, section 6 of these by-laws.
Section 4.
THE TREASURER SHALL:
A. Keep the financial records of the Chapter and maintain a checking account in the name of the Chapter.
B. Co-sign, with the Chapter President, all checks drawn on the Chapter checking account.
C. Submit a quarterly report to the PORAC Treasurer on the finances of the Chapter.

Section 5. 
THE STATE DIRECTOR SHALL:
A. Discharge the duties as set forth in Article VIII of the State Bylaws. (amended 08/09/07)
ARTICLE VIII

VOTING
Section 1. 
Voting on any matter to come before a Chapter meeting shall be by voice vote unless otherwise requested by any member Association/Organization.

A. In the event a representative vote is requested, each member Association/Organization shall be entitled to cast one vote as an Association/Organization, and one additional vote for each 100 eligible members as set forth in Article X, Section 5, of the State Bylaws.
B. Proxy voting shall be permitted so that those Associations/Organizations who find it impossible, due to time and distance constraints, to have a representative present at the Chapter meetings shall not be denied a voice in Chapter affairs.
1) Proxies shall be in writing and shall indicate the name of the Association/Organization granting the proxy, the name of the person to whom granted, the signature of the President or his/her signature, and the date the proxy form is signed.
2) A proxy will be valid only for the next scheduled meeting after it is given, and must be dated at least four (4) days prior to the meeting date.
a) A proxy will not be valid if a representative of the Association/Organization granting the proxy attends the meeting.
b) A proxy will be valid only for stated agenda items.
c) A proxy, once given, shall not be rescinded except as provided in 2(a) above. (amended 2-26-77)

ARTICLE IX

POLITICAL ENDORSEMENTS/RECOMMENDATIONS
Section 1. 
Political endorsements/recommendations of candidates for election will be made only in the following manner:

A. In local City, County, and Judicial elections will be made: (amended 08/09/07)
1) By a majority vote at a regular scheduled Chapter meeting and after all the affected PORAC Associations/Organizations have been contacted and there is no objection. If an affected agency objects refer to section 3. (created 08/09/07)
2) At the next regular scheduled chapter meeting after a majority vote for a candidate has been tabled for 30 days and there is no objection from any of the affected PORAC association/Organizations. If an affected agency objects to the endorsement refer to section 3. (created 08/09/07)
3) By a majority vote in accordance with Article VIII Section I-A and I-B (representative vote). (created 08/09/07)
B. In primary elections for State-wide offices, endorsements will be made only by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of all Association / Organization representatives at a regular Chapter meeting. (amended 08/09/07)
1) Endorsements may be made for opposing party candidates for the same office.
C. In general elections, a Chapter endorsement /recommendation    may be made by the majority vote of the Association /Organization representatives at a regular Chapter meeting.
D. On votes for endorsement/recommendations made by the State Board, the Chapter Director is obligated to vote in accordance with the vote of the Chapter, provided that a vote on the Candidate has been taken at a Chapter meeting.
E. The Chapter shall not make endorsements contrary to that of PORAC (S.R. Article V) on State or Federal offices.

ARTICLE X

Section 1. 
Portions of the State Bylaws are incorporated by reference into these Bylaws.

Section 2. 
If any part of these Bylaws are found to be in conflict with the State Bylaws, that part found to be in conflict shall be invalid, but such invalidity will not affect the balance of these Bylaws.

ARTICLE XI

Section 1. 
These Bylaws may be amended as follows:

A. Any proposed amendment must be presented, in writing, at a regular Chapter meeting at which time the proposal may be discussed, but action will be held over until the following meeting.
B. The text of the proposed amendment will be included in the minutes of the meeting, which minutes will be sent by the Secretary to all member Associations/Organizations, and will include the statement that the proposed amendment will be voted upon at the next Chapter meeting.
C. The proposed amendment will be mailed, in ballot form, to each member Association/Organization, and must be returned to the Chapter President prior to the meeting at which the vote on the proposed amendment is to be held.
D. The proposed amendment will be adopted providing two-thirds (2/3) of votes cast favor the amendment and providing that provisions of Sub-Sections A, B, and C, of this Article have been complied with.
